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My name ks Jeannetie Bergleld and | volunteer avery weak af the DC General homaless shalter hislping childian in
homebess famiias have a childhood while thelr parents work hard 1o find howsing, | have witnessed firsthand
homalessness among famiies doubling this winter as a result of the recession, with over 400 children at 0.C. Genaral

Shelier lasi month

Every Tuesday night, | have the privilege of withessing these children finally enjoy their childhood, even if it is just for
those two hours. When their parents come 1o pick them up, | sée nothing but bright shining faces of loving families
That is the true face of homelessness in DC. | think aften we get caughl up i the impges of homedass Deopin wWe S8
on TV and we think we know what homelessness looks ke, However, once you go into these sheliers you see that
homelessness also looks like carng, loving families who are simply going throwgh & hard time. These families ane
tha hidden face of homelessness in DC and ey are not recaiving the assisiance ihey need

As a taxpayer and consiiiuent, | am deeply concemad that the Mayor's budget does not reflect this reality. | am willing
to pay higher taxes 0 that the families | see suffering can afford 1o have a roof over their heads
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Each week, the parents generously allow us to spend time with their happy, intelligent, motivated children
who are not always sure where they will be the next month. The sadness that we all feel, especially me
as a mother of two young children, is unexplainable. These children deserve a chance to live their lives
without fear and loneliness. Each time thay move, thay are forced to Initially remain Insulated from thelr
surroundings. They gradually trust the people who work together to keep them safe and happy, and then
they have to move. These children need to have safety and consistency,
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Uue to hard times and cut backs At Work

=0 = lost our
home that I had for twenty years.

When coming to

the shelter, I found families just like mine

I am working very hard to complete this program - taking life skills classes and
furthering my education so that | am better able to provide for my son and myself. [ was
very angry and worned when | found out that the Mayor s budget cuts millions of dollars
for housing like the Local Rent Supplement Program and the Rapid Re-Housing Program
as well as the millions of dollars in childcare funding

| am very scared of how these cuts will impact my family’s future. When | complete this
program how will | be able to find housing and child care that | can afford?

Please put money for affordable housing and childcare back 1n the budget. My son and |
deserve a safe place to live and a safe and reliable option for childcare

These children did not et 10 CH0OSE Tnell Af UmSIONCLs llx;l;&";mj:m
e loving, Yey a2 Smack, Yoty e fakiidd, ey art yesil ,ari | 31
Aeserve atair chante oo happyand heattny childhood. ffh. Hne n::p oh
paxial, Wt should re¥ieor Hit ey best o} ¥t towndy nstead dzhm
franspactat divice berwstn e haves t}ﬂd Hne havenats. We o paps
and stond wp Forthese Lanilies and childyen. As my mmiﬁﬂih{ ;Emdr
phading Wit you Yo show Couxage and 11#{4’1&.%0 -H'ff.: Vot @ =
wWho e asking 1o sacrifice. during $nis difkicutt e oYt m

Vulneabk children now’ (i ceesiaNLTo .

1 became homeless because of domestic violence. It 's really hard to find a
safe place for me and my son. With the cuts to domestic violence services,
housing and child care, it's going to be even more difficult for me to keep me

and my son safe.
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[ have watched children crumble in these shelters. At one of our programs

where | volunteer, | spent a whole evening with a third grader who could not
stop crying from exhaustion. He told me through tears that he can’t sleep in
the shelter and spends most of his time helping his mother care for his two
vounger siblings. He tells me it is too loud and that he cannot focus on his
school work. He still cannot read. These children live in an environment
where the world around them is in a constant state of chaos and stress. We

have an obligation to give these children housing so they can have a chance.
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I think it is just important for city leaders to appreciate that they can put all the money they
want Into training teachers, updating school buildings, and developing curriculum; but, in my

experience as a teacher, none of that matters when children are wo rried about where they will
sleep at night or if they will have food to eat.
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